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| lar belief and popular practice. 
| Men are not entirely emancipated yet. 
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‘Let the sighing of the Prisoner come before Thee.—Aecording to the greatness of Thy Power, preserve thou those that are appointed to die.’"—Bible. 
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LETTER FROM REV, INCREASE 8. SMITH. 


DorcuesTsr, Jan, 14, 1546. 


SELECTIONS. 


My dear Sirs—Few reforms are more worthy of 
the attention of the philosopher and the philanthro- 
pist, than that to which the ‘ Prisoner’s Friend’ is de- 
voted. Jt is one ofthe great reforms of the day. It 
either is or is not based upon sound principles of phi- 


) losophy, and either will or will not conduce to the | 


welfare and happiness of society. As such, it ought 
to be examined faithfully and thoroughly by all. The 
philosopher cannot, from his very profession, refuse 
to give it a thorough examination. If it is based up- 
on sound principles,—eternal laws,—the philosopher 
is bound, asan interpreter of nature, toascertain what 
those laws are, to state them to the world, and to ad- 
vocate the reform. If it is not based upon sound 
principles, he is equally bound to detect and expose 
the fallacy, and oppose the reform. So also it is with 
the philanthropist. He is bound to give this reform 
a thorough examination, that he may neither err him- 


self, nor cause others to err on this great subject. 


For myself. 1 am with you, heart and head, for the 
aholition of the death penalty. What little philoso- 
phy | have, is in favor of the reform ; and that some- 
thing within me, which assumes to call herself phi- 
lanthropy, gives herself up ‘ for better or for worse,’ 
tomy philosophy. I am glad that this subject is 


' broughi now distinctly and specifically before the com- 


munity. lam glad that so many great and good 
men are devoting their energies to it. I am glad 
that not only lawyers, politicians, and statesmen, but 
even clergymen, are giving their arguments and their 
personal influence to the advocacy of this great re- 
form. The clergy, it is true, are, asa body, opposed 
to it; but there are some honorable exceptions ; and I 
hail with delight all who have had courage envuugh to 
come out from their caste, and speak against the pop- 
But these clergy- 
They have 
not yet acquired full confidence and freedom of mo- 
Though the chains are thrown off, the numb- 
hess to some extent, still remains; and they move 
with a halting and uncertain step. 

The clergy, as a body, argue in favor of the death 
penalty, froma wrong assumption. They assume,— 
and it is mere assumption on their part,—that the Bi- 
ble is the authority to be appealed to, for the settle- 
ment of this question. Instead of examining the 


| subject as interpreters of the laws of nature and 


friends of human improvement; instead of examining 
man’s natura! instincts,—his sense of justice, the im- 
pulse that rises in him to inflict a penalty commen- 
Surate with the wrong received ;—instead of examin- 
ing the working of these instincts in their infinitely 
various modifications in society, from the first dawn 
of the history of man to the present time; instead of 
€Xamining into the causes of crime in different ages 
of the world and different states of society, and ascer- 
taining what penalties have been hithertoshe most 
effectual remedies ; instead of examining into the sa- 
credness or unsacredness of human life, and into the 
tight of a community or government to take life 





stead of all this, and much more that might be men- 
tioned, which they are bound to examine in treating 
of this great subject; instead of entering into this 
thorough examination, and drawing their fonclusion 
from ail these elements combined; they throw them- 
selvés back, for ultimate authority, upon a single 
| sentence of the legendary history of a semibarbarous 
| people, whose origin is lost under the mythic garb 
under which it is presented, whose history partakes 
of the romance which the human mind naturally 
throws back upon the distant past, and whose writ- 
ings, however valuable and beautiful they may be as 
relics of the childhood of the world, are, in yery many 
instances, uncertain as to the time of their produc- 
tion, the authors that produced them, and the sense 
which they convey. Why isit that the advocates of 


| 
} 
| 
| 


ments of the past,—these shreds of uncertain mes, 
uncertain authors, and uncertain sense,—to settle one 
of the most important questions that can occupy the 
philosopher, the statesman, and the philanthropist ? 
Is it thatthey have no other ground on which to 
‘| maintain the giant wrong which they advocate? Is 
it that they really delieve that Jehovah spoke miracu- 
lously, with an audible voice, to Moses, in the sixth 
verse of the ninth chapter of Genesis, prescribing for 
all times and all people the penalty to be inflicted for 
murder? It is possible they may really have this be- 
lief, and may be most purely conscientious in obey; 
ing the explicit command of Jehovah. But in me, it 
requires a great degree of charity to allow them cre- 
| dit for the honesty of their faith. Iam very much 
tempted so.say, with the Latin Poet, 





| —‘ credat Judaeus Apella, 
Non ego.’ 


That the great body of the people have a sort of 
blind, indiscriminating belief in thgse old records, as 
authority for settling questions of morals, I have not 
the least doubt. The people, in their collective capa- 
city, are generally honest in their religious faith.— 
Faith in something they must have ; and, in the con- 
stant struggle in which they were engaged, in pro- 
curing the necessaries, the comforts, and the luxuries 
of life, having little time, and usually less inclination 
to examine critically the grounds and the objects of 
their faith, they accept that which is handed down to 
them, from generation to generation, by their reli- 
| gious teachers, and will maintain it against all op- 
position, even at the hazard of their lives. I respect 

this religious faith of the people, however uncertain 
the grounds on which it rests, or unreal the objects 
}to whichitis given. It is the connecting link be- 
| tween man and heaven, It is an element of his 
spiritual nature. It raises him from a mere animal 
machine to a being, feeling his connexion with the 
unknown, the mysterious, the infinite. It makes 
him, in the beautiful language of the religious litera- 
ture of Christendom, ‘a child of God.’ Did the peo- 
ple believe as firmly in the simple yet profound poli- 
cy of lenge good and doing good, as they believe in 
the so-called,—and, properly understood, properly 
called,—word of God, the Bible; and, did they show 
as much zeal and perseverance in carrying out this 
policy in life, as they do in maintaining their faith in 
the Bible, how much crime would there be in society 





— 
another for the people, in what they say as to the au- 
thotity of the Bible, it is time that the chain should 
be thrown off, which has hitherto bound the advo- 
eates of both sides of the question. So far as the 
literal interpretation of the passage chiefly referred 
to, (Gen. 9,6.) is concerned, I think the advocates 
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| changeable One. God will be consistent with him- 
self; and the laws which he establishes for the same 
order of beings in one age, will not be annulled and 
connteracted in another. 

Irepeat, one of the greatest obstacles to the pro- 
gress of this reform among the people, is this false 


of the death penalty have the better of the argument. | assumption as to the authority of the Bible to settle 
There is in man, what may be called an instinct Of} this question. The case here is worse than it has 
justice. This shows itself in children, and in savage | been in various departments of science, which have 


Insult answers to insult, blow to blow, death to death. 
This isthe unmodified operation of what I have call- 
edi the instinct of justice. The more the animal pre- 
vals, the more does this unmodified action show it- 
self. Purely instinctive justice is the return of like 
forlike, evil for evil. It requires precept, reflection, 


capital punishment go back continually to these frag+| mental discipline, high spiritual culture, 0 make us 


feel that good is a better return than evil, for evi!.— 
This latter feeling becomes, as it were, instinctive, 
only under the most favorable circumstances. Even 
at the present period of the world, with all the melio- 
ration of society which Christianity has effected, the 
piinciple of like for like, evil for evil, is a very prom- 
inent item in the creed and practice of individuals 
and governments. Among the Jews, this principle 
seems to have been equally prominent, to say the 
least, as it is with us; and it is not at all improbable 
that the verse under consideration, ts a command 
rather than a prophecy. 


But whatever may be its interpretation, I deny its 
quthority altogether to settle the question before us. 

llow that the Jewish law did require death for 

eath; what has that to do with ws, any-other-wise, 
than as an example of the working of the death pen- 
alty at a certain remote period of time, andina cef- 
tain state of society? Suppose the law did purport 
to come directly from Jehovah; is it therefore cer- 
tain that Jehovah did actually and miraculously, pro- 
mulgate the Jaw tohis people? Is there no figura- 
tive sense, in which Jehovah may have been said to 
promulgate the law, and yet the law be passed and 
promulgated by deputies of the people? How is it 
with the laws of Massachusetts? Do they not come 
forth under a particular formula, which formula, 
givesthem their binding force on the people of the 
Commonwealth? So it was with the laws of the 
Jews. They also came forth to the people under a 
particular formula, and ¢@a¢ formula had a_ binding 
force on the Jews; hasitthe sameon us? The law, 
tWat is, in the Jewish formula, Jehovah commanded 
the Jews to stone to death the ‘ rebellious, disobedient 
son ;’ is the same binding on ws? The fact is, these 
old Jewish laws, considered merely as commands, 
have nothing to do with the present subject. As ex- 
amples of legislative policy at a remote period of 
time, they may be valuable to us, and as such we 
ought to refer tothem. 
timate authority, is preposterous in the extreme.— 
This is the ground which we ought to take on this 
lic. Let the advocate of the death penalty fave all 
tation of the passage referred to, can give him; deny 
the authority of the passage. True; a great majori- 


much the greater need of undeceiving them. It may 





to be punished? how many murderers would there 
be to pay the penalty of death for death? The fault 
is, not that the people believe ¢oo little, but that they | 
do not believe in the right thing. Let the faith 

which is now given to the Bible,—the Book,—be | 
given to the eternal truths which that book contains, | 
and ¢o all truth, as it is revealed in all the works ef | 
God, and the reform in which you are engaged, will 
be accomplished at once. The ‘ Prisoner’s Friend’ | 
| will become extinct, for there will be no prisoners 
to be befriended. This consummation, however, is | 
| not yet, and, perhaps, in the designs of Providence, 
| is never to be, actually realized in human society.— 
| Sull, is the beau ideal, the ultimatam, towards | 
| which we are to aim, in all our efforts to im- 
| prove ourselves and our fellow men. 

| Ihave said that! think the people, speaking col- | 
| leetively, are honest in their belief in the Bible, as 

| being, in some special miraculous manner, the word | 
ef God. Ihave also put the query, whether those | 
who have examined the history of these records, who | 
are acquainted with the uncertainties that hang a- 
round them, who have compared them with the oth- 
er remains of antiquity that have come down to us, 
can, in the very nature of things, believe, as the peo- 
ple believe, in the authority that is claimed for them. 
If they do, it sorrows me of their head; if they do 
not, it sorrows me more of their heart. 











from gne of its members, while it forbids this right | 
to be exercised by one individual over another; im-| have or have not, one meaning for themselves and 


But, whether the advocates of capital punishment, 





be deemed politic by some, to argue the question on 
mitting the authority claimed, the passage does not | 
necessarily contain a command, and that therefore it 
may be neglected, if the wants of modern society re- 
quire it. it may also be an interesting mentai ex- | 
ercise to ascertain how many possible interpretations 
the passage may admit. But this is not the high 
ground which ought to be taken on this subject ; and 
I am sorry that those who have advocated the aboli- 
tion of the gallows, have spent so much time in ar- | 
guing the question on the common false assumption. | 
This resorting to old mythic documents for authori- 
ty, and this twisting and forcing of the meaning of 
these documents, for the sake of avoiding their sup- 
posed authority, are altogether unworthy of the great 
cause in which we are engaged. It is resting it upon 
a false issue. It is wrong, because it is not true. Ir 
is impolitic also. because it is not true. Remove the 
feeling from the people, that this passage is to be re- | 
ferred to as an explicit authoritative command from 
God, and we have removed one of the greatest obsta- | 
cles which lie before us. The people will then be. 
able to examine the question on its own merits.— 
The tendencies of the age will then operate in favor | 
of the reform. The mild, and forgiving, and peace- | 
ful, spirit of Christianity, which is recognized as the 
still, small voice, in which God now speaks to the | 
world, will not be opposed by a counter-voice of! 
wrath and revenge from the same almighty and un-' 


' 


| 


But, to refer to them as ,ul- | 


subject as well as on others that are before the pub- | 


the advantage, which the simple and literal interpre- | 
ty of the people may still believe in the authority ; so | 


the common assumption, and to show that, even ad- | 


and barbarous people, in the return of like for like.— , been opposed by the people from similar false as- 


| Sumptions ; because, here, in order to accomplish the ob- 
| ject aimed at, the people must act in their collective ca- 
_paaty. In Astronomy it was different. It was not 
necessary that the people should acknowledge the 
truth, that the sun and not the earth, is the centre of 
the solar system, in order that the earth should per- 
form her annual and diurnal revolutions, and give to 
man, and beasts, and all inanimate things, the beau- 
tiful vicissitudes of the seasons, and of day and night. 
| The earth still moved, though the people with the 
| College of Cardinals at their head, might assert that 
she stood still. Not so here. Here the people are 
the agents. While they movein a wrong direction, 
the poor murderer cannot receive the same benefit 
that he would receive, if they moved in a right direc- 
tion. While the people pronounce upon him the 
doom of death, this doom be must receive. Hence 
the necessity of inducing the promises the great body 

of the people,—to examine this subject on its own 
merits; to come to it untrammeled by prejudice or 
party, and free from all unsound and false assump- 
tions. 

I am aware, my dear friends, that the views which 
I have here presented, may differ very much from 
those of many perhaps, of most, of the advocates of 
| the reform to which your paper is devoted. I think 
| them, however, (rwe, and therefore politic and safe.— 
If you publish them in the ‘ Prisoner's Friend,’ I do 
‘not wish you to be responsible for them in the least. 
| Let the responsibility of them. rest wholly on me. If 
| I am able to bear it, 1 shall do it; if not, I shall sink 
| under it. 
Yours respectfully, 
INCREASE S. SMITH, 

Messrs. C. & J. M. Spear, Editors of the Prisoner's 

Friend. 
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Remember THE Poor.—Let the misanthrope 
‘grumble and feel as he will, there is after all 
many a sunny spot to cheer the rugged path of 
life. An incident, trifling in itself, but charm- 
lingly illustrative of benevolence and virtue, is 
' related in the Philadelphia Gazette. 

| A little girl was crying along the pavement, 
| over-burdened with two baskets of chips. 

' «What is the matter child ? said a lovely 
| young lady in kindest accents. 

‘They are heavy,’ replied the girl, sitting 
| down the load. 

‘Tell us where you live, and let me carry one 
| for you.’ 

She would not tell her residence. 

‘Well, my little friend, do you take one basket 
home, and [ will stay and guard the other, till 
you return for it.’ 

With a bright smile, ‘ away trudged the tiny 
porter (ess,) and there stood the benevolent lady, 
the daughter of one whose name is an honor te 
the city, whose unyielding integrity, the Chan- 
cellorship of the Exchequer could not move,‘ for 
modern degeneracy had not reached him.’ The 
child found her treasure safe, and that charming 
lady (God bless her!) stepped lightly on her 
way, her heart swelling with emotions that the 
wise and the best might envy. 
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A Cautious Jupce.—The late Chief Baron 
O'Grady tried two notorious fellows at the Car- 
low assizes for highway robbery. To the as- 
tonishment of the Court as well as of the pris- 
oners themselves, they were found not guilty.— 
As they were being removed from the oe the 
Judge, in that manner so peculiarly his own, ad- 


dressing the jailor, said, ‘Mr. Murphy, you will — 


greatly ease my mind if you keep these two re-. 
spectable gentlemen until seven, or half-past 
seven o'clock, for I mean to set out for Dublia 
at five, and I should Jike to have at least two 
hours start of them.’ + 
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_ employer, and succeeded. Every day! felt my man- 


_ amiable manner: 


after a good deal of difficulty, in obtaining employ- 
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Prisoner's Sriend. 


Boston, February 11, 1846, 








‘I shall ask for the Abolition of the Penalty of Death 
until I have the Infallibility of Human Judgment 
demonstrated to me.’ LAFAYETTE. 
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DISCHARGED CONVICTS. 
No. VI. 
ADVANTAGES OF AN ASYLUM. 


‘Task for sympathy with the Discharged . Convict in 
the circumstances in which he must either be en- 
abled to earn his bread by an honest employment, or 
starve or steal,,—TucKERMAN. 


In our last number we stated a plan for this class 
of our fellow beings. We now present some of the 
Advantages that would result from the exercise of a 
truly Christian sympathy for them. We trust our 
readers will not suppose that we have lost sight of the 
good ofthe community in our remarks, We know 
the common objection brought against any one who 
may lift up his voice for the Prisoner, however feeble 
that voice may be. It is said to be only a morbid 
sympathy ; a sickly benevolence that looks only at 
the good of the offender ; that the community are un- 
thought of and uncared for. But who is the crimi- 
nal? Ishe nota man? Ishe nota brother? Is he 
beyond the pale ofhuman sympathy ? Did not Jesus 
manifest a sympathy for the wrong-doer? Ought 
we not follow his example? An inspector of a Pen- 
itentiary, Was once conversing with a Convict, who 
had already been in other prisons, as to the compara- 
tive good influence of different modes of treatment. 
‘ Ah,’ said he, ‘it seems to me there never was but 
one judge on earth who understood the right treat- 
ment of criminals.’ The inspector looked at him in- 
quiringly, as if to ask whom he meant. ‘It was the 
Man of Calvary,’ answered the prisoner, as his eyes 
filled with tears.. The words of Christ, ‘Go! and sin 
no more, had sunk deep into the heart of the poor 
condemned criminal. 

But we proposed to show the Advantages of pro- 
viding a home for the Discharged Convict. Several 
present themselves to the mind. 

1, The prisoner himself would be encouraged.— 
He would have a new motive to build up his reputa- 
tion. He would feel that his case was known, not to 
those who would repulse him, but who would feel 
the deepest interest in his future welfare. Daily 
would he be encouraged by the voice of Christian 
sympathy to-avoid temptation, and to commencea- 
new to form his character, 

2. The benevolent and humane who are desirous 
to employ this class, would thea know with whom 
to correspond. ' A way might be opened for perma- 
nentemployment. When the day of discharge came, 


- some one might be appointed to go to the Prison and 
' say to the convict that a home was ready for him.— 
How comforting would such a declaration be to the 


Perhaps he has been immur- 
He has imagined per- 


heart of the prisoner! 
ed in Prison for many years. 
haps that he has not a friend onearth. But he finds 
the doors of an Asylum thrown open to him. There 
he can remain temporarily. We ask the benevolent 
and the humane whether such a plan would not be 
in accordance with the highest principles of Chris- 
tianity®? We ask the fearful and the unbelieving 


whether it would not tend to the Prevention of Crime ? 


3. Another advantage would be gained. It often 


_ happens that the Convict has a home, but it is some 


miserable hovel, perhaps, the very home that was so 
wretched that he was induced to commit the very 
crime that led him to Prison. Perhaps he has an 


would gladly give him a home if they had one. In 
providing then for the Discharged Convict, we should 
not only encourage and gladden his heart, but soothe | 
the anguish of a devoted parent. 

4. The whole community would feel more safe.— 
There would not exist all that suspicion and fear 
which is now felt when men are released from pri- 
son. It would be known that an Asylum was pro- | 
vided where there would be exercised a constant 
watehfulness and care. 

5. Another Advantage would be gained. The 
number of prisoners would gradually lesson, for then 
one great temptation to the commission of a fresh 
crime would be removed. Let the convict tell his 

owa story, or rather leyMrs. Cuicp tell it in her own 











‘ My first offence was committed more in thought- 
lessness, than with deliberate wickedness. But | 
felt that I was to blame, and was willing to bear the 
penalty like a man. In prison, I formed the strong- 
est resolutions to atone for my tault by a life of hon- 
est usefulness. When my time was out, I succeeded, 


ment. I did my best to gain the confidence of my 
hood grow stronger. But at last a person came into 
the store, who eyed me keenly, and [ turned pale un- 
der his gaze. He told my employer that he had 
seen me ameng the convicts at Sing Sing; and I was 
sternly dismissed from his servjce. I went to Phila- 
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find; but a man, who saw me there, told me if I did 
not quitthe city in twenty-four hours, he would ex- 
pose me. I came hack disheartened to New-York. I 
had spent my last dollar. Christians would not give 
me ahome; gamblers and thieves would! and here | 
am again on my way to Sing Sing.’ 

In this incident is embodied the touching history of 
thousands of prisoners, many of whom are now in 
their co.d and cheerless cells, 

Sut we cannot dwell longer on the Advantages 
that would result from our plan. It may look beau- 
'tiful in theory, it will be said. But before we finish 
our articles, it will be seen that there is something 
practical in our plan ; that it has already been tried 
in Germany with great success, and we believe ona 
smal! scale in New York city. 
| We appeal to the Legislature. The State could 
' well afford to make provision for this class. It is 
| time to encourage more and punish less. Govern- 
|ments have always been more ready to Punish than 
/Prevent crime. It is easier to build a gallows than 
'a school house ; easier to execute a criminal than to 
educate him ; cheaper to take his life than to place 
him in a moral hospital. 

Such are our plans imperfectly presented. In our 
remaining numbers we shall speak of the Objections 
on the one hand and the Encouragements on the oth- 
er. In the mean time, we invite a free and full dis- 
cussion of the whole subject. The columns of the 
‘Prisoner’s Friend’ are open toall. C. Be 
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INCIDENTS OF TRAVEL. 


We have been to visit Providence. In seeking for 
an Opportunity to present our favorite subject, the 
Treatment of Criminals, we called on the Rev. Mr. 
Taylor, or as he is familiarly termed there, ‘ Father 
Taylor,’ forhis Church. He is the regular Seaman’s 
Preacher. He very generously offered us his house of 
worship, and treated us very kindly. We had a large 
audience on Sabbath evening, who appeared deeply 
interested in the fate of the criminal. [t was sug- 
gested at the close of the meeting to form a society 
for the benefit of criminals; to aid them while in 
prison, and to provide for them when discharged.— 
We sincerely hope such an Association will be form- 
ed. 

On Tuesday and Wednesday a Peace meeting was 
held in Mechanic’s Hall, which was well attended.— 
The speakers were Elihu Burritt, the learned Black- 
smith, Rev. Mr. Thomas of Boston, Rev. Mr. Thurs- 
ton, of Billerica, Origen Bacheler, Rev. Mr. Davis, 
Henry Clapp, of Lynn, S. E. Coues, and several 
others. A good spirit pervaded the'meeting. 4 

Before leaving, we visited the State Prison in com 
pany with our friend, Rev, Henry Bacon, who, by the 
way, made us welcome at his house, and showed us 
every attention during our stay. We feel grateful to 
him for his kindness. 

We found the prison in a good condition. Seldom 
have we seen one where there was more comfortable 
cells. The Jail which is connected with the State 
Prison was the best building we have ever seen for 
that purpose. Dr. Cleaveland kindly-showed us the 
cells. We were particularly struck with one of the 
cells, in which had been confined a counterfeiter. He 
was a good painter, and he had painted the Lord’s 
Prayer and the Ten Commarfdments upon the walls 
of his cell, and also some very appropriate lines to 
his Mother. In the Prison there is no Sunday School, 
but preaching is held there once every Sabbath.— 
We inquired about the moral character of murderers. 
We were told they were the best men in the Prison, 
and Dr. Cleaveland assured us, that if he were attack- 
ed, he would call on the murderers at once to protect 
him! This I find to be the general testimony of 
prison-keepers. 

In the prison, the sulitary confinement system has 
been tried very effectually till abont one-sixth of the 
convicts were made crazy. So well satisfied had the 
Inspectors become of the inhumanity of this form of 
punishment, that it is now abandoned. 

We intend in some future number, to give some 
extracts from the Report of this Prison, that our read- 
ers may judge for themselves. 

While in Providence, we took cccasion to call on 
Gov. Dorr, and we had a very pleasant interview.— 
We found him very polite and quite interesting in 
his conversation, We asked him several questions 
which he answered very readily. 

On the whole, our visit to Providence was very 
agreeable, and we believe we accomplished some 
little good for the Prisoner. c.. 5. 





EXECUTION OF MRS. VAN VALKENBURGH. 


We know not how it appears to others, but we 
sometimes can hardly realize that executions are con- 
tinued even to the present age, and in this enlighten- 
ed nation, called Christian. It seems to us that it 
must be a form of punishment which was practiced 
in the darkest ages of the world. But when we turn 
over to the enlightened Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts we find a large class of persons—and those too 
of the most religious character, professedly—who are 
in favor of continuing this barbarous practice. It 





delphia to seek for any honest employment I could 


does not, however, strike us with so much horror to 





see a man, or a number of men hang a man asit does 
tosee themhang a woman. She being of the weaker 
sex, by her very weakness claims assistance from the 
stronger. But the law inflicting the punishment of 
death makes no distinction between men and wo- 
men. Recently Mrs. Van Valkenburgh has been 
convicted in the State of New York of the murder of 
her husband, and was sentenced to be executed on the 
24th ult. It is a singular fact that Henry G. Green, 
the last man executed in that State, was convicted 
and executed for the murder of his wife, and now a 
woman has been hung for the murder of her husband. 
We could hardly believe that men enough could be 
found in one of the Middle States, who would assist 
in hanging a woman. But the deed, awful as it is, 
hasbeen done. The mother has been executed, and 
her children are left in a state of orphanage, and 
forever disgraced because their mother has been 
hung. Application was made for acommutation of 
punishment, but it was unavailing. 

The ‘Fulton County Democrat’ says, ‘ We are in- 
formed by those who witnessed the execution, that 
the scene was awful. Norwithstanding she had ex- 
pressed to others that she hada hope of forgiveness 
from her Maker, yet, when brought from her cell, 
her face showed a most haggard appearance. Des- 
pair was depicted upon her countenance! After she 
was brought to the gallows, a prayer was offered up 
by the Rev. Mr. Hitchcock. She then spoke a few 
words to those present, and said that if there were 
any drunkards or transgressors present, they must 
take warning by her fate ; and then commenced pray- 
ing to God ta have mercy upon her soul. The drop 
was then let fall, and as the rope straightened upon 


her neck and just as she raised from her feet, she | 


gave a shriek and passed from time to eternity.’ 

Is this humane, is it Christian, thus to send a poor | 
weak, defenceless, frail woman shrieking into eter- | 
nity ? 

Who that has a heart to feel for man can read this | 
briefextract without almost weeping tears of blood. | 
But the deed has been done. As we drop our pen, | 
we cannot help exclaiming in the language of Cow- | 
per, | 
‘What man seeing this, 
And having human feelings, does not blush, 
And hang his head, to think himself a man ?’ 
Friends, let us arouse to energetic action, and let | 
us resolve that we will not rest from our labors until | 


the death penalty is abolished. J. M. 8. 
° CDEP 
THE CONSISTENT CLERICAL ADVOCATE OF THE | 


GALLOWS. 


It is now pretty well understood that the great bo- 
dy of the American clergymen are the strenuous 
friendsand advocates of the death penaity. They are | 
doing what they can to continue the practice of tak- 
ing life for life, eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.— | 
Their meeting houses and their pulpits are closed 
against us, and the editors of their papers refuse to | 
exchange with us. Knowing these facts, it was pro- 
posed that they should be the hangmen, and petitions 
were sent into the Massachusetts Legislature asking | 
that they might be appointed todo that work. This | 
gave them great offence, and most of them became | 
exceédingly indignant. There were some exceptions. | 
Among the latter class was the Rev. Sumner Lin- 
coln, an orthodox clergyman, then of Gardner, in this 
State. He was opposed to Capital Punishment, but 
he maintained that if it were right to inflict death for 
crime, his brethren ought to be willing to do it. He | 
signed a petition to that effect, and for so doing, he | 
lost caste among his clerical brethren. One at least | 
was unwilling to have him occupy his pulpit, because 
he had signed that petition. 

But a few days since I met with a Baptist clergy- 
man in Lynn, who is, as I think, a consistent advo- 
cate of the gallows. He maintains that it is a Chris- 
tian’s duty to choke his brothers and sisters to death 
for crime, and he assured me that if no other person 





could be found in our Commonwealth who would do | 


the hanging, rather than have the law of God diso- 


beyed, he would do it himself, and he was perfectly | 


willing 1 should publish it to the world. 


willing to do the work if another could not be found. 
By this time the reader is anxious to know the name 
of this consistent clerical advocate of the gallows, 
his name is Tuomas Driver, a settled Baptist Cler- 
gyman, of Lynn. 

We have now just received a petition from Upton, 
asking ‘that Clergymen advocating Capital Punish- 
ment may be appointed executioners.’ We shall see 
what our Legislature will do with it. J. M. 8. 


PAPA Pre 


Inprana LecistaTuRE.—The Columbus, Ohio, Ga- 
zette, says: ‘A bill, giving to juries discretionary 
power, in cases of murder, of finding that the prison- 
er be placed in solitary confinement in the Peniten- 
tiary for-life, or that he be hung, passed both branch- 
es cf the Indiana Legislature, at its ate session, by 
an overwhelming majority. This is an advanced 
step towards the abolition of capital punishment en- 
tirely. 





try and ourage! 
- 


He said he | 
would not ask another to do what he would not do | 
himself. Believing it to be right to hang, he was | 


EXECUTION OF THE INNOCENT. ~~ 


It has been ascertained that one innocent person 
in three years has been executed in England. This 
is horrible. The last person hung in Bristol county, 
Massachusetts, lam convinced was innocent. The 
sheriff believe d so also. He informed me that this 

. . . ° . ~ f*. 
was his belief, and also said so in a public meeting 
in New Bedford, a few days after the execution.—., 
This took place about four years ago—the last bur 
oneghung in this State. The Republican Herald 
publishes the following facts in relation tothe execu- 
tion of the amiable and talented Dr. Hamilton, of 
Kentucky, which took place about twenty-five years 
ago, and which filled that State with terror and con- 
sternation : 

‘Dr. Sanderson, a physician residing in Mercer 
county, was found murdered, in a cross road, with the 
pistols of Dr. Hamilton lying by him, and some oth- 
er articles identified as his. which I have forgotten.— 
Of course, Dr. Hamilton was arrested and committed 
for trial. He scorned the idea of employing counsel, 
and made his own defence. It was a masterly effort. 
He commenced by appealing to the public at large, 
to decide whether he was a fool. Most of them had 
employed him, hesaid; and if they thought him a 
fool, it was probable they would not have done so.— 
And yet if he had gone in broad day to murder a man 
and leave his pistols beside him, he must have been 
so. Again,if he wanted to kill Dr. Sanderson, he 
had attended that gentleman in sickness, and recent- 
ly in his own house, and could he not ‘have done ir 
scientifically, and no one been the wiser, &c., &ce.— 
No one dreamed of his conviction, yet the jury 
brought him in guilty; he was sentenced and execut- 
ed, leaving an amiable wife and several children, in- 
consolable. And in three short months, two robbers 
and murderers, confessed on the gallows that they 
committed the murder, after entering Dr. Hamilton’s 
house privately and stealing his pistols. 


en 
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Mrs. Van VaLtkensurcu.—Speaking of a meeting 
about to be held in the city of New York for the ab- 


‘olition of the death punishment, the editor of the 


‘Morning News’ of last week, says, ‘The shocking 
circumstances which attended the recent execution of 
that wretched woman, Mrs. Van Valkenburgh, in this 
State, can scarcely fail to awaken an instinctive dis- 
gust at this brutal and demoralizing mode of punish- 
ment, even in the minds of many who have given but 
little reflection to the question of its abolition. A 
woman hung! struggling and shrieking in her last 
awful despair! Is thisa spectacle befitting our coun- 
bd 
BADD LD LDL LILLIES 
Rerorm.——We cut the following fiom the ‘ News 
Carrier’s Address to the Patrons of the Newburyport 
Herald.’ 
Reform, whose onward march is slow but sure, 
Says thatthe gallows should no more endure, 


It shows progress: 


And one Fanaric class with pen and tongue 
Strives hard to prove that men should not be hung. 
They think it wrong to string God’s image up 
And strangle human beings with a rope ; 
And have a notion that’s quite unfair 
To make men dance on nothing in the air! 
Wildly imagine soon to see the time, 
When ’twill be wrong to punish erime with crime, 
And vainly think it’s right that men should still 
Obey the law of God, ‘ Thou shalt not kill!’ 

ee ed 


A DISCUSSION AND DECISION IN GRANBY, CONN. 


Messrs. Editors:—The question, ‘Ought Capital 
Punishment to be Abolished,’ has recently been pret- 
ty thoroughly discussed in this town, the debate last- 
ed several evenings. Someof the ablest and most 
talented men in the town were engaged in the de- 
bate. Allthe arguments that could be introduced, 
| seemingly, were introduced on both sides of the 
| question. The question was decided by a man ap- 
| pointed for the purpose, (and whose decision is en- 
| titled to much respect,) in favor of abolishing the 
| Law that demands tire for tire. 1 can but hope 
, and trust, that much good will grow out of it. 
| Very Respectfully Yours, 


Granby, Conn. Jan, 26, 1846. D. W. 


QUERIES. 

Messrs. Editors—Is it right to take the life of a 
| fellow-being ? Is it right for one ‘man to kill ano- 

ther? Every one willanswerno. Then would it be 
right if ten were to join together and take the life of 
another? The answer must be the same. Then 
we ask how many must join together in order to 
make it morally right todo what is morally wrong 
for one individual todo? Is it any more right if fifty, 
or an hundred, or one thousand, or even a State ?@— 
Will some one who is in favor of the life taking sys- 
tem, please to tell how many in number it will take 
to make morally right that which is morally wrong ? 

TOWNSEND. 
BP LPDALP PDL IIE E—_—C0—0"0E 

Vircrnia.—In the code of this State there are said 
to be seventy-one offences that are capital when 
committed’ by slaves, and only one when committed 
| by whites. In her population, there are about 58,- 
000 persons above 20 years of age who can neither 
read nor write. Ignorance and cruelty go hand in 
hand. . 


| 
| 
For the Prisoner’s Friend. 
| 
| 





| 
| 
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PRISONER’S FRIEND. 











LETTER FROM BALTIMORE. 


We present the fellowing brief letter from Rev. J. 
SuricLey, of Baltimore. We are glad to learn that 
our friends in that city are actively engaged in the 
good werk. 


Batrimore, Jan. 17, 1846. 


My Dear Friends—It gives me great pleasure to be 
able to send you the following list of names as _sub- 
scribers to the ‘ Prisoner’s Friend:’ Dr. J. Cc. S. Mon- 
kur, James P. Merritt, Thadeus C. Craft, Loammi 
Burgess, and J. Shrigley. ; 

I enclose one dollar each for the above subscribers, 
(35,00) _ you will please send each of them a re- 
ceipt in the next paper. , 

Four readers side Sieeady been informed of the 
organization of a Society in this city, for the Abolition 
of the Death Penalty. The Society has held four 
meetings, all of which have been wellattended, with 
the exception of one, occurring as it did on a very In- 
clement night. We hada very spirited meeting last 
evening, to take into consideration the expediency of 
circulating Memorials for signatures, praying the 
Legislature to Abolish Capital Punishment 10 this 
State. The following is a copy of the memorial. It 
is brief, but explicit, drafted by my worthy friend, 
Dr. SNopGrass, editor of that independent paper, the 
‘Baltimore Saturday Visitor.’ 

‘To the Honorable, the General Assembly of Md.— 
The undersigned memorialists, citizens of the State 
of Maryland, after mature and serious reflection up- 
on the subject of Capital Punishment, have arrived 
at the conclusion that the Death Penalty is both un- 
necessary and inexpedient, not to say contrary to the 
spirit of the age, and therefore pray your hororable 





body to abolish the law of Capital Punishment in this | 
State, substituting therefor such other mode of pun- 
ishment as you in your collective wisdom may deem 
best calculated to attain the great purpose ofall pun- 
ishment. 

Your Memorialists, as in duty bound,’ &c., &e. 

A hundred copies of the memorial are to be print- 
ed forthwith, circulated for signatures, and sent to 
our able Representative, N. Cox, Esq., who 1 am 
happy to inform you is an advocate for its abolition | 
and one of the officers of our Association. The pro- | 
bability ts that the memorials will be very numer- 
ously signed, as the state of public feeling here Is de- 
cidedly in favor of our movement. Our Society for 
the Abolition of the Death Penalty is composed of | 
some of the most exemplary, talented gentlemen in | 
our city, representing almost every religious denomi- 
nation in the State. I understand there are several | 
distinguished lawyers who readily acknowledge that | 
Capital Punishment does not answer the end design- | 
ed, but they have not yet had the moral courage to 
connect themselves with our Society. But thank | 
heaven we are able to go on without them. With 
such men as Cox, Snoperass, GALLAGHER, DUKE- | 
HART, and a host of others, possessed of clear heads 
and pure hearts, we shall finally sueceed, we humbly 
trust in expurging from our statute book, legalized 
murder, that relic of a barbarous age ! 

You must not infer from what | have said that we 
have no enemies tothis movement. There are ma- | 
ny here who defend the gallows in the spirit of the | 
gallows! Weare denounced by the partizan press | 
—by sectarian bigots—and last, though not least, by 
the most vile and ignorant portion of community. I 
have heard the gallows defended with oaths, and in 
language too vulgar and abusive to be repeated ina 
respectable paper; thus proving that from the abun- 
dance of the heart the mouth speaketh! The char- 
acter of the opposition may be learned from the fact 
that the only public lecture in favor of legalized mur- 
der, ever delivered in this city was delivered by that 


notorious apostate, Marraew H. Situ, of New| 


England!! Bad as you New Englanders represent 
our morals to be in this part of the country, we have 
no man here who has yet proved himself sufficiently 
corrupt to advocate eye fur eye, tooth for tooth, and 
blood for blood. 

On New Encranp rests the shame of sending the 
first public advocate for the gallows to Maryland !— 
Let it be published far and wide—from east to west 


_—from north to south—yea, throughout the whole 


| between three and three-score can whistle. 





world, that the first public lecture delivered in Mary- | 


land in favor of legalized murder, was by a very 


| refute the falsehood. 


Reverend gentleman from enlightened Massachv- | 


setts !! 4s. 
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EDITOR'S TABLE. 


| 


ARGUMENTS AGAINST CAPITAL PuNIsHMENT: By D. | 


P, Livermore. 
which we find upon our table. 


This is a pamphlet of 32 pages, | 
We have not yet | 


found time to read it, but from the well known argu- | 
! 


mentative powers of the author—a clergyman of Fall 
River, Massachusetts—we doubt not that it contains 
much useful matter in a small compass, and at a 
small price. The following topics are discussed, 
Viz > 

The Connection of the subject with Law—We 


have no Authority to take life—Scriptual Argument | 
| Smith, a respite for one month. 


—Mosaic Code—Christians cannot support the Gal- 
lows—The Gallows lnefficient—The Safety of So- 
ciety. 

For sale by Bela Marsh, 25 Cornhill. 
cents. 


Price 121-2 


Curever on Caritat PuNISHMENT.—This work | 


Will receive a full netiee in our next. 


a I 


ALBERT J. TIRRELL, 


The supposed murderer of Maria Bickford, arrived 
in Beston from New Orleans last Wednesday. He 
was arraigned on Monday, and will soon be tried, we 
Suppose for the murder. It is reported that Daniel 
Webster and Rufus Choate are engaged by his friends 
as counsel for his defence. 


~N 





Tue Ausurn Wuirrinc Caszt.—Carey, the keeper 
who so cruelly flogged the prisoner Plumb, has been 
arrested and held to bail in the sum of $2000. It 
appears that sixty or seventy blows with the cat 
having six lashes, were inflicted apon the bare back 
of Plumb—he was then washed with salt and water, 
and sent to his bench in*a state of great prostration, 
and on the following morning he received 25 or 26 
blows more with the cat, on his lacerated back—in 
all from 500 to 600 lashes were inflicted on the back. 

The prisoner-has since died. 

The appearance of the body, as exhibited before 
the coroner’s jury, was enough to chill the blood of 
apy humane man. The body was bruised and cut, 
from the neck to the legs. There is nota spot as 
broad as your finger, which has not received the lash 
—the skin is cut, and a considerable portion of the 
back is raw. 
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A SATISFACTORY EXPLANATION.—If the editor of 
the Investigator will look at the date of our paper 
and will bear in mind that we do not receive his un- 
til Thursday, he will see that we could not comply 
with his request. —Prisoner’s Friend, 

The explanation is satisfactory. We were too 
quick in supposing our Christian neighbor would noi 
reciprocate the favor we had conferred upon him, 
though we really thought at the time that he had 
sufficient opportunity if so disposed. We regret now 
the impression that we threw out against them, and 
most cheerfully recall it, and ask al! our readers to 
follow suit.—ZJnvestigator. 


eee 


VARIETY, 


~ ~~ + — 


Ofall employments, quarrelling about religion is 
the worst. He that quarrels about religion, has no 
religion worth quarrelling about. 


The most foolish thing in the world, is to bow to 
the rich till you are unable to stand before an honest 
man. 


Good nature is more too be prized than the greatest | 
beauty or the keenest wit. 


If you wish to be happy, keep busy; idleness is 
harder than ploughing, a great deal. There is more | 
fun in sweating an hour, than there isin yawning a 
century. ; ; 





A pleasant and a cheerful wife is a rainbow set in | 
the sky, when her husband’s mind is tossed w:th 

storms and tempests; but a fretful one js a thunder | 
cloud, charged with electric fluid. | 


An Educational Convention was held recently in | 
Augusta, Georgia, with the view of taking some de- 
cisive movement in relation to an alteration of the 
present public school system. | 





Music ror tHE Worip.—The population of [taly | 
is about 22,000,000. Of these over 3,000,000 are pro- 
fessional or amateur singers and musicians. It is 
supposed that every male individual in New England 


The following Lines by James R. Lowell, breathes 
the sentiment of every lover of Liberty and Indepen- | 
dence: 


We willspeak out. We will be heard, 
Though all the earth’s system crack, 
We will not bate a single word, 
Nor take a letter back. 


We speak the truth, and what care we 
For hissing and for scorn, 
While some faint gleaming we can see 


Of Freedom’s coming morn. | 


{ 
Let liars fear, let cowards shrink, 


Let traitors turn away ; 
Whatever we have dared to think, 
That dare we also say ! 





When we are in a condition to overthrow false- 
hood and error, we ought not to doit with vehemence, 
nor insultingly, and with an air of contempt; but to 
lay open the trath, and with answers full of mildness 


The ‘ Cow Tree,’ in South America, produces milk, 
from which the people obtain regular supplies. 


The Half Eagles coined at New Orleans are worth 
three quarters of acent more than those: coined in 
Philadelphia. 


Seven hundred and ninety druukards have been 
committed to the Jail in Cincinnati the past year. 


Jimmy, do you go to school? 
school, kept by Miss Post. 
ping Post, I hope ? 


Yes sir, to the 
Miss Post! nota wihip- 
Yes sir! 

The daily consumption of flour in the city of New | 
York and its vicinity is estimated to be 2,200 bar- 
rels ! 


The Gov. of Virginia has granted Hunter Hill, | 
now under sentence of death for the murder of Major | 


There is a girl in Leominster, Mass., only 12 years 
of age, who weighs upwards of 360 pounds. 


Waatce Fisnery.—The whole number of vesséls 
now employed in the United States, includes 680 
ships and barques, 34 brigs, and 22 schooners. 


Cuarity.—How noiselessly the snow comes down! 
You may see it, feel it, but never hear it. It is like | 
true charity. 


The 14th of January, on an average of years, is the | 
coldest day in the year. 


Savine.—Pick up that pin, it is worth saving.— | 
And that rusty nail may come in play. A cent is a 
small amount ; but a hundred make a dollar. Money 
seldom comes in large quantities. Pick it up little 
by little, if you would become rich. 


| finedin the Tombs, N. Y. City. 
| tion is fixed by the President on the first Friday of June | 


| W. Wait, in New Orleans ; 


Socrates, being asked what was the best mode of 
gaining a high reputation, said :—To be what you 
appear to be. 


Staves 1n Kenrucky.—In the Senate of Kentucky | 
a bill has been introduced to modify the law of 1833, | 
prohibiting the importation of slaves Into the Com- | 
monwealth, soas to permit resident citizens to Im: | 
port slaves for their own use. 


A new potatoe digger was recently exhibited in 
operation at Salem, West Jersey. It threw out up- 
on the ground, with two horses, at the rate of five or 
six acres per day, andas fast as thirty hands could 
pick them up and carry them away. 


Clark’s New England Bank Note List is a valua- 
ble publication for all persons having occasion to take 
money with which they are unacquainted.  It_is 
published monthly by J. N. Bang, Boston, at $1 per 
annum. 

Tue Artantic Ocean.—So vast is the Atlantic 
Ocean, that all the ships in the world might be dis- 
persed over it in such a manner, that not one of 
them would be in sight of another. 
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. e , | 
Great Meeting on Capital Punishment! 
A meeting for the free Discussion of the subject of 
Capital Punishment will be held in Washingtonian | 
Hall, under the Boston Museum, on Thursday next, | 


Feb. 12th, at 2 o’clock in the afternoon, and in the | 
! 


| 
' 
' 


. 4 
evening at half past 6. | 
° ™~ ® | 

Hon. Robert Rantoul, jr., Dr. Channing, J. and) 
A, Andrews, Esqrs, and other distinguished friends 


will address the meeting. 





| Under Sentence of Death! 


‘For he hath looked dow n from the height of his sanc- | 
tuary ; from heaven did the Lorp behold the earth, | 
te hear the groaning of the prisoner ; to loose those | 
that are appointed to death.’ BipLe. | 


Ne 





HY! 


VIRGINIA! Huwnrer Hix, for the Murder of 


e } 
} = | 
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Major Smith, at Norfolk ; time of execution Feb. 2d, | 
i846. (Reprieved till March 2d.) 
Henry Moses, a slave, for the murder of Delilia | 
Fisher, a free mulatto woman ; to be hung onthe 27th | 
of March next. 
OHIO! Tuomas, for the murder of Frederick Ed-| 
wards ; to be hung on the 6th of March next. 
NEW YORK! Titcer, for the murder of John | 
Covert at Whitehal!. Time of execution not known. 
Wa. Harper, forthe murder of John G. Kempf, to | 
be hung on the 24th of Feb. 1846 
KENTUCKY! Joun W. Parker, of Scrub Glass, | 


| 


for the murder of his wife. Time of execution not | 
known. | 
SOUTH CAROLINA! Dexrer We tts, for the} 
murder of Robert Headden, at Greenville, C. H., S. H. 
Tobe executed on the 3d Friday in February. 
ILLINOIS! Jonnw Baxter, for the murder of 


Col. Davenport, of Rock Island. Time of execution 
not known. 

PENNSYLVANIA! Francis Baster, Tunk- 
hannock, Wyoming Co. To be hung on Friday, March 
28th, 1845. Escaped from Prison. 

James M’CarFrerry, for the murder of David 
Hassler. Time of execution not known. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE! Awnprew Howarp, for the 
murder of Phebe Hanson, Sept 19th, 1843. Time of 
execution, July 8th, 1846. 

CONNECTICUT! AwnvpreEw P. Porrer, 
murder of Lucius P. Osborn, last February. 
hung July 3d, 1846. 

MARYLAND! Wo». WHEELER, a slave for en- 
gaging inaninsutrection ; time of execution unknown. 

UNITED STATES! Base, the pirate. Nowcon 


The time of execu- 


for the | 
To be | 


1846, 

VERMONT! EvGewnweCutFrorp, for the murder | 
of his wife andchild; time of execution not fixed. 

The law is now that there shall be fifteen months between the | 
sentence and execution, and then the criminal is yp be hung without | 
an order from the Executive. , } 

MAINE! ‘Tuomas Tourn, for murder. Now} 
confined at hard labor inthe State Prison ; time of ex- | 
ecution not fixed. 

The law is that a criminal shall not be executed till one year after 
sentence, and not even then without an order from the Executive. 

LOUISIANA! Pavuuine, the slave ; tine of exe- 
cution, March 28, 1846. 

Samuet Kenwepy, for the murder of Benjamin 
time of execution not ap-| 
pointed. 

IOWA! Wo». McCavtey, for the murder of Don! 
Ferdinand Cofiman, and infant daughter. | 

Was to be executed on the 30th of May, 1845; but in conse- | 
quence of some informality in sentencing him, the execution was | 
postponed and the case is to be taken to the Supreme Court on a 
writ of error. r ; 

ry Executions are now private in the following States: Maine, 
Massachusetts, Vermont, New Hampshire, Connecticut, Rhode Is- 
land, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Ohio and 
Virginia. 


' 

















Notices of Meetings—Leetures, Sc. 


Appison Davis, of Lynn, will lecture on Capital 
unishment in the following towns :— 


ramingham, Thursday Feb. 12, 
Vestboro’, Friday “6 13, 
abotville, Saturday. “ 14, 
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Business Items. 


ic We wouldinform our friend, Robert Carman, 
f Alexandria, Pa., that we have never, to our knowl- 
lge received a letter from Mr. Wilber upon the sub- 
‘ct which he names. If Mr. W, has. written to us the 
‘tter has notcome to hand, We shall send the pa- 
ers as requested, 


ti We send the papers regularly directed to Daniel 
Vorthen and Albert Morris, Amesbury. Are they not 
1 the Post Office? 


The P. M, of Danbury, Conn., did not send us the 
aines ot the subscribers inhisfirst letter. All will be 
ade right now. We thank him for his kind attention. 


We regret very much that we are obliged to omit 
ie first article on Capital Punishment by the Hon. 
‘oBERT Ran rout, Jr. 


The inquiries of Mr. Daniel Draper, of this city, in 
‘spect to arson, will receive attention next week. 











Rects. to week ending February, 6. 


East Brewster, G. W. Higgins, $5 Concord, L. 
lbbott, 1\—— East Brewer, Eldridge & Wéainchester, 1 











—Surry, K. G. Eldridge, 1 Cheshire, E. Yale, 
ec——New Haven, R. Tuttle, 25c Meriden, T. 


(ves, 25c ——Medford, H. M. Kent, 25c——- West Scitu- 
te, J. S. Barry, 50¢ Medford, J. Kean, 50c 
Murblehead, W, B. Brown, 88ce Malden, S. Cox, 
4ic— Danvers, G. W. Bancroft, 50c Weymouth, 
A. Lane, 1— -Concord, W. P. Badger, 16c Boston, 
H. Jenkins, 50e——-Canton, C. Haynes, 20c East 
Abington, J. S. Rose, 25c Milford, L. Chase, 1 
Rockport, P. Choate, 25c Boston, C. Nowell, 1,18 
——WVorwich, A. Henry, 1,46 Detroit, L. Hayden, 1 
Pawlet, J. Hulet, 1\—— East Medway, J. P. Janes, 
50c; P. V. Spencer, 25c ; A. Thwing, 50c Palmer, 
S. Henry, 1\——Springfield, L. Pratt, 50c ; D. Hosmer, 
1,25; O. B. Bannon, 50c; P. D. Reed, 1; T. B. Bacon, 
25c—— New Bedford, S. A. Enholm, 25c; S. Ashley, 
25¢c ——Mattapoiseit, H. J. Tripp, 1\——Lynn, C, M. 
Long, 1; B. F. Brackett, 50c; P. Kiley, 50c; MM. 
Smith, 50c——Holden, L. Burnham, 2—— Walpole, J. 
Fisher, 25c——Alexandria, O. Spellman, 1; J. Ames, 
1; M. Williams, 1; MN. Larnard, 50c——LEast St. 
Johnsbury, G. Aldrich, 1——Lynn, D. Tilton, 1; J. 
A. Tenney, 50c; E. A. Holder,50c ; M. Caswell, 50c 
—— Foxboro, L, T. Belcher, 1- —Edington, E. Knowl- 
ton, 1\—— Belfast, F. A. Hodsdon, 1 Ashland, J. M. 
Dison, 1——Somerville, NM. J., Post Master, 1, (dis- 
count on Bill, 10)—— Georgetown, T. J. Dunbar, 25¢ 
—— Essex, F. Andrews,1; M. Knowlton, 50c—— 
Watertown, W. Harrington, 50c--— Quincy, H. Hay- 
den, 1\——Rockport, D. Thurston, 75c, (25c by Mr. 
Knowlton, sometime since, and not credited.) North 
Amherst, J. Cushman, 25¢——WNorth Leverett; H. N. 
Watson, 25c——Hopedale, B. Wilmarth, 50c Hy- 
annis, C. Goodspeed, 2——Providence, D. B. Harris, 
1 ;.4. Luke, 1; J. A. Blake,1; W. Seaver, 50c; G. E. 
Blake, 50c ; H. Kelly, 50c ; T. Davis, 1; A. Fairbanks, 
1; P. Jackson, 1; F. Aplin, l\——No. Scituate, G. 
Brownell, 50c—-— West Bridgewater, J. H. Packard, 
50c—— Hingston, T. Bicknell, 75c——Milford, A. 
Thayer, 1——Holden. A, Marshall, 1——Saugus, L. 
Edwards, 30c——Plymouth, J. Davie, 1 Hanson, 
J. Perry, 75c——Boston, Mrs Robbins, 25-——East 
Cambridge, M. S. Boyer, 25c-—~—Upton, H. Carpenter, 
25c—— Boston, G. Fill, 50c--— Waltham, L. Rich- 















































ards, 50e——Andover, E. Jenkins, 50c———Danvers, 
E. T. Burnham, 2——Jaffrey, S. Clark, 1——Stone- 
ham, A. Rowe, jr., 50ec—— Danvers, A. Hammond, 63c 


—— Newton Up. Falls, J. W. Freeman, 25¢; B. L. 
White, 25c——Chelsea, 4. S Hatch, 20c—— Holliston, 
Rev. J. Nichols, 1—— Edgarton, C. Thaxter,1; A. P. 
Weeks, 50c; T. D. Pease, 50c ; S. Osborn, 25e; C. 
Norton, 25¢; J. F. Sayer, 25c-—-—Whitensville, A. 
Hathaway, 50c--— Plaistow, T. Hall, 34c——— Dedham, 
T. Burroughs, 50c—-—Charlestown, Mrs Pearson, 1 
——So. Walpole, J. B. & H. Clark, 12 Pawtucket, 
R. Bliss, & Co., 25c——Cambridgeport, R. E. Taylor, 
2—— East Kingston, E. W. Nelson, 50c 3 J. T. Blake. 
50c; Sarah Kimball, 50c; F. Bailey, 25¢; W. W. 
Taylor, 2ic——Exeter, E. Brown, 1; A. Bartlett, 50c 
C. C. Smith, 50c rensington, S. B. Chase, 25c ; G. 
Lumprey, 25¢; J. T. Blake,l; E. Chase, 25c; J. 
Shaw, 1—— Southampton, J. M. Jewell, 1; A. Eaton, 
25; B. Sawyer, 50¢ ; P. White, 50c; T. Sawyer, 50c ; 
J. Gale, 50c; B. Currier, 25¢; S. Barnard, 25c; T. 
Curter, 50c——Danvers, A. Porter, 25c——Lockport, 
©. B. Ballou, 2. 

















MARRIED: 


In Quincy, on Thursday evening last, by John M. 
Spear, Mr. George Q. Leonard to Miss Huldah J, 
Dantfart. 

In this city by the Rev. Mr. Streeter, Mr. James 
Sawyer, of Saco, Me., to Miss Abby S. Osgood, of Bos- 
ton, 

Mr. Henry Brown to Miss Margaret Girling. 

At Bath, Me., Rev. Handel G. Nott to Miss Sarah 
Louisa, daughter of Wm. P. Smith, Esq. 





DIED: 


At Great Barrington, Jan. 13, Gen. John Whiting, 
75, a native of thattown, where he was in active bus- 
iness asa Jawyer for 52 years ; he was for some time 


County Attorney, and for a long period President’ of 
the Bar of the County, 


At Madison, Ct., Ist inst., Mr. Jeffrey Smith, 83, 
the last male pensioner in the Western Distrit. 

At St. Augustin, Fa., of Consumption, D. Olmsted 
Jr.,son of Prof. Olmsted, of Yale College. ‘ 


KILLED : 


By the executioner in Fulton Co., N. Y¥., Jan. 24th; 
ELIZABETH VAN VALKENBERG, age unknown. 
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THE PRISONER'S ADDRESS TO 





HIS MOTHER. 


The following beautiful stanzas were written by a 
brother man who is now confined in the Massachusetts 


State Prison: 


I’ve wandered far from thee, mother, 
Far from our happy home ; 

I’ve left the land that gave me birth, 
In other climes to roam ; 

And Time, since then, has rolled his years, 
And marked them on my brow— 

Yet still, I’ve often thought of thee,— 
I’m thinking of thee now. 


I’m thinking of those days, mother, 
When, with such earnest pride, 

You watched the dawnings of my youth, 
And pressed me to your side ; 

Then love had filled my trusting heart 
With hopes of future joy, 

And thy bright fancy honors wove,,. 
To deck thy ‘ darling boy.’ 


I’m thinking on the day, mother, 
I left thy watchful care, 
When thy fond heart was lifted up 
To heaven ; thy trust was there ; 
And memory brings thy parting words, 
When tears fell o’er thy cheek ; 
But thy last loving, anxious look, 
Told more than words could speak. 


I’m far away from thee, mother, 
No friend is near me now, 
To soothe me witha tender word, 
Or cool my burning brow ; 
The dearest ties affection wove, 
Are all now torn from me ;’ 
They left me when the trouble came,— 
They did not love like thee. 


I would not havethee know, mother, 
How brightest hopes decay ,— 

The tempter, with his baneful cup, 
Has dashed them all away ; 

And shame has left its venomed sting, 
To rack with anguish wild ! 

*T would grieve thy tender heart, to know 
The sorrows of thy child. 


I’m lonely and forsaken now, 
Unpitied and unbiest ; 

Vet still, I would not have thee know 
How sorely I’m distressed ; 

I know thou wouldst not chide, mother, 
Thou wouldst not give me pain, 

But cheer me with thy softest words, 
And bid me hope again. 


I know thy tender heart, mother, 
Still beats as warm for me, 
As when I left thee, long ago, 
To cross the broad blue sea ;— 
And I love thee just the same, mother, 
_AndI long to hear thee speak, 
And feel again thy balmy breath 
Upon my care-worn cheek. 


But ah! there isa thought, mother, 
Pervades my beating breast ,—~ 
That thy freed spirit may have flown 
To its eternal rest ; 
And, as I wipe the tear away, 
There whispers in mine ear 
A voice, that speaks of Heaven and thee, 
And bids me seek thee there. c. M. 


——X—X—K—s_l_ 
MISCELLANY. 
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A ROBBER STORY. 


BY POWERS. 


In Mr. Lestie’s Artist, Merchant and States- 
man, &e,, &e., the following story is retailed, 
as coming from the lips of the sculptor himself. 
Powers, who was born in Vermont, had found 
his way to the West at an early day, and while 
trying his hand at sustaining life by honest 
means, found himself abroad on horseback, upon 
a collecting tour through the half-settled West; 
and it is in the chapter of that eventful ride that 
he throws in the following scene : 

‘I must tell you a robber story. Many a 
wild scene you know passes in these old woods. 
During this tour of collecting I had arrived at a 
log tavern, too early to stop for the night; but it 
was nine miles to another house, and the road 
lay through a dense forest; 1 should arrive long 
after nightfal, and not unlikely encounter some 
danger, and I thought I would stop. I had a 
large sum of money in my saddle-bags, princi- 
ee in silver, and asI dismounted the host took 

old of the bags aud seemed surprised at their 
weight. I told bim I would carry them to my 








, 


(room as I wished to take out something for im- 
/mediate use. 

Two suspicious looking men were witnesses 
of all this, as they stood by the corner of the 
house, leaning on their rifles, and it was evident 
that | was the subject of their conversation, 
!which was carried on in a suppressed voice, 
'with more than one wink and shrug of the-shoul- 
‘der, which would not come with an ill grace 
from an italian bandit. ‘There was no lock on 
my door aud that looked suspicious; for I could 
‘have sworn as 1 examined the door carefully on 


‘the inside when L| retired, that a lock had been 
‘recently removed, But never having given up 
/to my jancy at any period of my life, 1 half per- 
'suaded myself tbat it was groundless suspicion, 
‘and pulled off my clothes to go to bed. But 1 
‘had not reasoned away my fears so completely 
‘as not to bethink myself of the means of defence, 
‘in case of need. So I barracaded the door as 
iwell as I could with the few chairs and stools 
‘the room contained, But contrary to all expec- 
‘tation, not a noise was made arouud the premi- 
ses, and my testimony on this point ought to be 
pretty conclusive,.for if there had been any I 
‘think I should have heard it. But | was not a 
little annoyed as I was preparing to start in the 
| morning to see those two men at the door, lean- 
|ing on their rifles. One of them stepped up, and 
with what seemed to me an affected manner, 
\« Stranger,’ says he,‘ we seem to be going the 
/same way, suppose we keep company as the 
'gals say—tor 1 kinder reckon my legs won't fall 
/much short behind your beasts. I and this neigh- 
bor I’ve fell in with are going down about half 
| way to the settlement and then we go off the 
road for a hunt.’ 

I didn’t know exactly what to do as you may 
well imagine. But 1 didn’t hesitate long ; ‘neck 
or nothing,’ thought I, and so I replied, ‘Oh 
‘yes, company shortens the road—we’'ll go on 
itogether.” The truth of the latter sentiment | 
felt the force of; for whether we went in com- 
pany or not thattime depended upon the walkers 
and not upon the writer. But there was no back- 
| ing out; so off we started—eone of the said gentle- 
men with a shouldered rifle walked on either side. 

‘ Now,’ thinks I to myself, ‘is my principal 
chance. Go it Rozinate! But neither jerk, 
whip nor spur could urge her into an inconven- 
ieut gait for my companions. It was a new road 
‘through what was called the Bechfiate, where 
ithe soil being thin and resting upon a hard clay 
pan, the roots formed a kind of web work just 
beneath the surface, which the travelling had 
‘laid bare, and rendered dangerous for rapid 
_movement. Finally they left me—one to the 
‘right and the other to the left, assuring each 
other as they did so that they would rendezvous 
at ‘Hog Hollow,’ which was not put down in the 
geography I had studied. ‘ Bandit hollow,’ says 
I to myself, ‘ you had better eall it.” I now plied 
the implements of war upon my steed with in- 
creased activity, hoping 1 might gain upon the 
fellows and defeat their internal plot, which this 
ruse de guerre, or as we say in Yankeedom, sham, 
only rendered still more evident. But I found 
the roots thicker and the mud deeper of course, 
|just im preportion as my exigencies increased,— 
On the whale. all my twitching, spurring ,and 
beating only acted upon my beast like so much 
frietion in machinery—to diminish the moti 

The only living objects that I saw for the next 
mile or two were a flock of wild turkies standing 
ona log with the gobbler strutting before thep; 
a moment after aslight noise in the woods to my 
right gave me an involuntary start. The bushes 
|moved and the sticks cracked—Rozinate stopped 
short and began to prick up her ears, and for the 
first time in many years perhaps, assumed a seti- 
ous attitude. I looked steadily and saw @ cap 
moving slowly from behind a tree, at less than a 
rifle shot. It was lollowed by just enough ofa 
man’s face to give me a glimpse of his eye. I 
felt my hair lift from my head, Suddenly the 
cap dodged behind a large tree. I knew escape 
was impossible, and it beitfg more honorable to 
receive a bullet before than behind, I determined 
to await the result where I was. Ina moment 
or two the cap and face appeared again wif 
end of the rifle pointed pretty nearly in my di- 
rection, ‘Fire away, my boy,’ thought 1, * you 
/must be a great shot if you miss.’ The cold 
| sweat ran down my breast and Rozinate trembled. 
| looked as steadily, however, towards the man 
‘as if my life depended on dodging the bullet.— 
| He beckoned me with his hand to go on; but I 
‘Shook my head with a sort of an expression 
which T intended to say, ‘blaze away where I 
jam! for a few paces to the north or south 
/make very little difference to me in the place 
| where I fall”. The man repeated the gesture 
with a dreadful, I may say, an infernal expression 
(on his face, and then pointed with his finger to 
|some object on the other side of the road. I 
looked slowly round, expecting to receive a ball 
from him or one of his murderous companions 
opposite to him; but you may judge of my sur- 
prise when I saw instead, six fine deer nearly in 
a line with me and the man skulking behind the 
tree. I saw the plot of the hunters in a flash. 
‘Well,’ said I, as an involuntary blush burned 
| my cheek, ,ain’t it strange I should make such 

















PRISONER'S FRIEND. 





Rozinate, and had hardly got clear of the shot, of 
the honest hunter, belore | heard a rifle ball 
whistle by me, which struck a fine buck just 
about the instant | heard the report. The deer 
made a single leap and fell dead. ‘So much’ 
says I,‘ for the diflerenee between an honest 
hoosier hunter and a highwayman!’ It shows 
what suspicion will do when once excited; but 
I must confess suspicion was pretty natural un- 
der these circumstances.’ 





Be on your Guarpv.—Yes, young man, be on 
your guard, There are a thousand temptations 
in your path and a thousand voices calling you 
away from duty. Poor Kendall! a short time 
since he was full of life and activity—the pride 
of his father and the hope of his mother. Now, 
he is beneath the clods of the valley—struck 
down in the freshness of his youth, without a 
moment’s warning. With his companion at the 
ten-pin-alley he quarrelled. Away then from 
temptation. Go not near the place where spirit 
is drank and gambling is countenanced. If you 
are not called so suddenly away as this young 
man, you will sow the bitter seeds of vice, to 
spring up to your injury at some future day. It 
may now be delightful to associate with the vi- 
cious, but remember their end. 





‘The path 
That leads to infamy and death, with flowers 
Of rare perfume will oft be stored, to draw 
Thy purity away. The syren voice 
So soft, bewitching melody, will swell 
Upon the evening air—and peacefulness 
Will mark the step of those who plot thy fall, 
Thou must not go, That principle within 
Will keep thee right, if thou wilt ask 
Guidance continually of Heaven. Live near 
To God. ‘The daily prayer from broken hearts 
Will penetrate the skies,’ 


We repeat—be on your guarc. Let nothing 
corrupt your virtue—no art seduce your integrity 
—no associations blind your eyes—no pleasure 
luré you to ruin. It is a fearful step to take 
when you first break away from judicious advice 
and wholesale restraint—when you feel that you 
are too large or too old to listen to a mother’s 
counsel or a father’s advice—when to show in- 
dependence, you launch your frail bark on tur- 
bulent water and venture near the whirlpool, 
which has been the destruction of many a noble 
soul. Be careful, we pray you. You may be 
an honor to society or a curse to the community, 
it is for you to decide. May Heaven direct 
you.—Portlaud Tribune. 


OP PBA B BOLI LI ILI PD LLP DPD 
PUBLIC MEETING. 


A number of persons convened at the office of 
Brisbin and Piatt in the Borough of Tunkhan- 
nock, Wyoming county, on Thursday evening, 
25th day of December, 1845, to take into con- 
sideration the propriety of forming a County So- 
ciety, to adopt measures for the abolition of Cap- 
ital Punishment. 

On motion, JOHN V. SMITH was called to 
the chair, Gordon Pike and George Osterhout, 
Esqrs., Vice Presidents, and Wm. Piatt, Wm. B. 
Moneypenny, Secretaries. 

On motion, Resolved, That the chair appoint 
a committee of nine persons to draft a preamble 
and resolutions, expressive of the views of the 
friends of this cause. 

Whereupon the chair appointed the following 
named gentlemen and committee. 

Wm. M. Piatt, John Jackson, M. B. Philips, 
Edgar Osterhout, Gordon Pike, A. C. Hartley, 
Joshua Kelly, Wm. B. Moneypenny, and Alfred 
Hine. 

“Whereas the design of punishment, is to 
prevent the commission of crimes, and to repair 
the injury that hath been done, thereby to so- 
piety, or to individuals, and it hath been found 

y experience, that these objects are better ob- 
tained by moderate but certain penalties, than 
by severe and excessive punishments. And 
whereas, it is the duty of every government, to 
endeavor to reform, rather than exterminate of- 
fenders, and the punishment of death ought 
never to be inflicted for the public safety.’ 

* Reésolved, ‘That we believe the power over 
human life is the sole prerogative of Him who 
gave it. Human laws therefore are in rebellion 
against this prerogative when they transfer it | 
to human hands.’ 

Resolved, That past experience fully demon- 
strates that the frequent repetition of capital 
punishments never made men better, that they 
never prevented determined men from injuring 
community, and that they have had a tendency 
to increase rather than diminish crime, and it is 
oui calm and deliberate opinion, that in the pre- 
sent state of society, the end§ of justice would 
be better obtained, and the lives of our citizens 
more fully protected by a law less sanguinary in 
its character but more certain in its infliction 
than the one now in force, and that the dictates 
of humanity, as well as the law of self preserva- 
tion imperatively demands the repeal of the pre- 
sent law, and the substitution of another, based 





an extraordinary ass of myself? I put spurs to | not the severity of punishment that deters men 


from the commission of crime. 

Resolved, That this meeting adjourn to meet 
on Tuesday 20th day of January, 1846, at 2 
o’clock P. M., at the Court House, in the Bo. 
rough of Tunkhannock, for the purpose of form. 
ing a County Society, and to prepare a Memorial 
praying the legislature to abolish the law, au- 
thorizing the infliction of the death punish- 
ment. f 

Resolved, That the proceedings of the meet. 
ing be signed by the officers and published in 
the papers of this county. 


For the Prisoner’s Friend. 
PRISONER'S FRIEND. 
Welcome ! welcome ! Prisoner’s Friend ; 
Thy work of mercy knows no end ; 


O may the seeds of love be sown, 
Till vice and crime shall be unknown. 


O may the sons of earth grow wise, 

Then breaking necks, they’ll soon despise ; 
May they all learn of Him, who gave 

His life, the lives of men to save. 


The priesthood they do whine and mourn, 
Because the gallows must come down ; 
‘Whoso sheddeth blood,’ they cry, 

On the gallows he shall die. 


And ifthe people dare maintain, 

That breaking necks is sin and shame ; 
The priests will take them by the nape, 
And shake them o’er the burning lake. 


Father, forgive them all we pray, 

And hasten on that glorious day ; 
When priest and people, all shall join, 
And sing the power of love divine. 


Dear Lord, that glorious day we hail, 
When love shall triumph, truth prevail ; 
When gallows, prisons, and dungeons fall, 
And curse the earth no more at all. 

S. Abington, Jan. 28, 1846. = 
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An APPROPRIATE AND BEAUTIFUL PRESENT.— 
Last summer, a mechanic of Charlestown (our 
neighbor town over the water) by the name 
of Samuel Teague, was in the city of Brooklyn, 
N. Y., engaged in his business of engineer, and 
while at work in the vicinity of the Atlantic 
Dry Dock, was alarmed by the report that a little 
boy, aged eight years, had jumped into the water 
and was drowning. He rushed to the spot, and 
found that the little fellow, who had attempted 
to follow an elder brother in swimming across 
the dock, and that, too, when he was unable to 
swim at all, and sunk for the last time. Some 
twenty or thirty persons stood around, as though 
paralyzed, and put forth no exertions to save the 
little sufferer. Mr. Teague, on the spot being 
pointed out to him, where the boy had sunk, 
jumped into the water immediately, and on div- 
ing, fortunately put his hands upon the bedvy and 
swam with it to the wharf. After a long trial at 


vitality, and Mr. Teague conveyed him to his 
home—where his father, a merchant of Brook- 
lyn, lay sick, and the mother also in an exceed- 
ingly delicate situation. Doubtless, the lives o! 
the parents were saved by the rescue of their 
child. Money was offered to Mr. Teague, but 
he refused all remuneration. 

On New Year’s day, as he returned to his 
home in Charlestown, he found that a large and 
splendidly bound family bible, worth some §60 
or $70, (in money value) had been left at his 
house by Harnden & Co.’s Express. It was of 
the Oxford (English) edition, with massive gold- 
en clasps, the paper and typogragphy being of 
the highest order. The following was the ap- 
propriate inscription on one of its blank leaves : 

‘Presented by Jarry Messenger to Samver 
Teacue, in Token of a Parent’s Gratitude fo: 
the Rescue of a beloved child from drowning at 
the Atlantic Dock, Brooklyn, N. Y., on the 26th 
of August, 1845. 

‘May the hand which delivered a drowning 
Peter protect you constantly through all the dan- 
gers of life, and finally rescue you from the 
Waves of Eternal Wrath.’ 

We would add that a faithful portrait of the 
rescued boy accompanied this beautiful copy of 
the bible-— Boston Times. 


ererererereereerreaer 


Benerits or Apversity.—-A smooth sea 
never made a skilful mariner, neither do unin- 
terrupted prosperity and success, qualify for 
usefulness or happiness.—The storms of ad- 
versity, like the storms of the ocean, arouse the 
faculties, excite the invention, prudence, skill 
and fortitude of the' voyager. The martyrs and 
confessors of ancient times in breaking their 
minds to outward calamity, acquired a loftiness 
of purpose, a moral heroism, that was worth a 
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life of softness and security. 








resuscitation, the little fellow gave symptoms of 
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